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not long remain Foreign Minister of Russia, nevertheless,
as Russian Ambassador to France, his activity, motivated
by a persistent feeling of humiliation at the hands of the
former Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister, is frequently
cited as one of the factors contributing to the World War.7
While still in office, Izvolski espoused on Russia's behalf,
almost openly, the Serbian irredenta movement directed
primarily against Austria-Hungary, and the role of pro-
tector of the Slav nations of the Balkans was increasingly
emphasized to the detriment of both the Habsburg Em-
pire and Turkey. Both policies were continued with more
or less adroitness by Izvolski's successor, Sazonow. The
problem was still studied as to how to secure a free hand
for Russia when the expected disintegration of the Ottoman
Empire should become a reality. Having been assured by
Germany that she looked favorably upon Russian aspira-
tions in the Straits,8 Izvolski succeeded, just before leaving
his post, Ln concluding a secret treaty at Racconigi with
Italy, under which Italy agreed to maintain a benevolent
attitude, should Russia raise the question of the Straits, in
return for Russian acquiescence in Italian claims to Tripoli.9
7Stieve, Isvolski and the World War. Transl. by Dickes (1926).
Izvolski did not, however, have the influence he claimed to have, as often
happens in the case of statesmen who have lost power.
8	For Germany's benevolent attitude toward Russia during the Bosnian
crisis, motivated chiefly by her desire to embarrass Great Britain and
to avert further rapprochement between England and Russia, see Die
Grosse Politik^ Vol. 26, Pt. I, Chap. 199, pp. 367*1*.  Concerning the Bos-
nian crisis see also Poincare, Au service de la France, VoL I, Chap. XI;
Taube, La politique russe d'avant-giierre et la fin de Vempire des Tsars
(Paris, 1928), pp, lysfL
9	Art. 5 of t±e agreement concluded at Racconigi on October 24,
1009, during a meeting of Nicolas II, with the King of Italy.  Text in
Un Uvre noir, VoL I, pp. 357-58. It may be noted that Izvolski deliber-
ately arranged tLe trip through a route avoiding Austrian territory, thus
emphasizing the displeasure of Russia toward Austria-Hungary. For the
background of the Racconigi meeting, see Die Grosse Politik, Vol. 27,
Pt. I, Chap. 214; and British Documents, VoL IX, passim.

